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SUBJECT: GARBA ON GOWON EXTRADITION AND UK RELATIONS 

1. DURING BRIEF STOPOVER AT KANO MAY 20 (REPORTED IN PRESS 
AS BEING ON THE WAY TO OFFICIAL VISIT TO GUYANA), EXTAFF 
COMMISSIONER GARBA TOLD NEWSMEN THAT THERE IS VIRTUALLY 
NOTHING NIGERIA CAN DO AT PRESENT TO GET GOWON BACK FROM UK. 

ON SVERING RELATIONS WITH GREAT BRITAIN, COMMISSIONER SAID SUCH 
FAR REACHING DECISION WOULD REQUIRE CAREEUL WEIGHTING OF ALL PROS 
AND CONS AND WOULD BE REASONABLE ONLY AS LAST RESORT. GARBA 
WARNED AGAINST CARELESS AND FLIPPANT TALK ABOUT QUESTION OF 
BREAKING TIES WITH BRITAIN.' 

2. COMMENT. GARBA'S REMARKS APPEAR PUT SEAL ON COMMON VIEW 
HERE THAT NIGERIAN GOVERNMENT IS RESIGNED TO GOWON'S NOT BEING 
RETUREND AND THAT HMG IS OFF HOOK FOR THE MOMENT. 

PRESS CAN BE EXPECTED TO KEEP STORY BEFORE PUBLIC. HOWEVER, 

AND EMG WILL CONTINUE FIND ITSELF PULLED IN OPPOSITE DIRECTIONS. ON 
ONE HAND GOVERNMENT MUST ENSURE THAT PUBLIC BELIEVES IT HAS BEEN 
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FIRM IN ITS EFFORTS TO BRING ABOUT THE RETURN OF AN ALLEGED COUP 
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PLOTTER. FMG MAY EVEN WANT TO BE ABLE TO HOLD THREAT OE RETALIATION 
OVE HEADS OF BRITISH FOR A WHILE. AT THE SAME TIME, THE FMG MAY 
CONSIDER THE ADVERSE RAMIFICATIONS OF A POSSIBLE TRIAL AND CON- 
VICTION OF THE COUNTRY'S EX-HEAD OF STATE OUTWEIGH ANY 
BENEFITS. GO WON SUPPORTERS WITHIN THE COUNTRY (AND ARMY) WOULD BE 
GIVEN ADDITIONAL CAUSE FOR ANTI-GOVERNMENT ACTIVITY. OTHER 
SEGMENTS OF PUBLIC OPINION WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY CONSIDER EXECUTION 
OR IMPRISONMENT OE GOWON UNSUPPORTABLE. INTERNATIONAL ATTENTION 
WOULD ALSO BE EOCUSED ON FMG TREATMENT OF MAN WHO HAD GAINED 
REPUTATION AS STATESMAN DURING HIS NINE YEAR TENURE IN OFFICE. 
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